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A new website has recently been launched across Gippsland with selected 

communities having dedicated pages to their community work around the 

bushfire space.  Toongabbie is one of these handful of communities.  You 

can check out the page that Rebekah Baynard-Smith ( Community Based 

Bushfire Management Project Officer) has put  at https://

www.communitybushfireconnection.com.au/community/toongabbie/ 

 

 

 

 

COMING SOON—Welcome packs for new resi-

dents. 

Are you new to the Toongabbie area?  Been around for a few years but 

haven’t received a welcome pack?  Community members have been work-

ing hard to prepare revamped welcome packs with an emphasis on emer-

gencies in the area and how residents can contribute to the overall resili-

ence of the community in times of bushfire and flooding.  This is a valuable 

and free resource that will be available soon for pick up from the 

Toongabbie General Store or from Rebekah Baynard-Smith (CBBM facilita-

tor).  For more information or to reserve a pack, please contact Rebekah 

at Rebekah.baynard-smith@latrobe.vic.gov.au or phone 0427 368 657. 
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The Toongabbie News is pro-

duced by the Toongabbie Town-

ship Group who welcome news 

and photographs from communi-

ty groups, clubs and individuals. 

Please send text and photos as 

separate attachments by email to 

the Editor , Ann Berrett at 

annber2016@outlook.com     

Clearly written or printed materi-

al will also be accepted and can 

be posted to The Editor, 

Toongabbie News, PO Box 35, 

Toongabbie 3856. 

 

Views expressed in this newsletter 

are not necessarily those of the Edi-

tor or Township Group.  Although 

care is taken, no responsibility is as-

sumed for any errors which may oc-

cur.  Submissions may be subject to 

editing. 

 

THE WINTER EDITION  

DEADLINE  

for all contributions is  

FRIDAY  4TH JUNE, 

2021 

 

Want to see more community news 

then go to  

http://toongabbie.vic.au 

Or https://

www.facebook.com/

toongabbievicau 

Printed by 

MJ B Printing 

Toongabbie 

The winners of the Toongabbie 2020 Christmas Lights Competition are : 

1st 36-38 Victoria Street 

2nd  71 Main Street 

And 3rd 6-8 Sparks Lane. 

Congratulations to the prize winners and thanks  to all the entries in the 

competition and to the many other homes in the community that dis-

played lights and decorations which makes Toongabbie look very festive. 

A special thank you to the sponsors Frasers Solar Farm and South Energy. 

Photo below is of the winning entry. 

 

New seating located at Village Green ( see page 5) photo sent in by 

Malcolm Goodwin 
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Sunday 9
th

 May, 2021 

 

The local committee is busy planning what might 

take place again this year.   

 

We very much appreciate your continued support 

for this event and fingers crossed it can be up 

and running again by Mothers Day Sunday 9th 

May, 2021. 

 

The national MDC team will be running it a little 

differently with 'Mother’s Day Classic Local' com-

bining the flexibility of a virtual fun-run or walk 

with the community atmosphere seen at physical 

Mother’s Day Classic events. This means that the 

fees are set by the national MDC team and are 

the same across the country - view details here 

https://www.mothersdayclassic.com.au/ 

 

Updates as to how we are going to proceed with 

our local event will be on our MDC Toongabbie 

Facebook page. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Karen if you 

have any further questions on 51924507.  

 

Toongabbie Golf 

Club News 

After all the stops and starts 

of 2020, Toongabbie Golf 

Club is back into gear with 

our usual Saturday and Tues-

day competitions, inter club 

events and our Friday  

dinners about to resume after more than a year since the 

last one was held. 

We had a bit of a hiccup a few days before Christmas when 

our fairways mower breathed its last, but we were able to 

pick up a new one very quickly in the New Year which kept 

the course looking good after all the December rains. 

Despite the extended dry spell, the course is still looking 

really good and those fairways are providing plenty of run. 

We’ve had some wonderful sponsorship since the sudden 

and unexpected expense of the new mower. The 

Toongabbie Rec Reserves Committee very kindly offered 

to meet the cost of the new turf on the 16th green which 

is greatly appreciated. The green is coming along well and 

hopefully it won’t be too long before it’s ready to go. 

Latrobe City has also provided a grant to cover the cost of 

painting the exterior of the clubhouse, for which the club 

would again like to express its sincere thanks. Both jobs 

needed to be done, but with reduced income last year and 

then the new mower, our finances would have taken a se-

vere hit. 

Autumn is a great time of year for playing golf, so if you’ve 

been itching to get out and have a hit or have been thinking 

of joining a club, it could well be worth your while to check 

out the Toongabbie Golf Club. Daily green fees are only 

$15 and you can play as many holes as you like. Member-

ships are only $240, the cheapest you’ll find anywhere, and 

we do offer a heavily reduced pro rata membership rate to 

cover until the end of the financial year. 

And, don’t forget our monthly dinners. The first one will be 

on Friday March 12 at 7pm. In April it will be Friday 9th, 

the week after Easter. From May onwards we plan to re-

turn to the usual first Friday of the month. We’ll be follow-

ing all the necessary Covid protocols to keep everybody 

safe. Bookings are required and can be made by calling ei-

ther 0407 764 921 or 0438 157 129. 

For any enquiries about the club, our 

events and functions or about joining or 

playing, give us a call on 51924755.  If we 

aren’t there, leave a message and we will 

get back to you. 

 

 



4 

Toongabbie Township Group 

 

The Township Group meets monthly on 1st Tuesday, 

7.30pm at the meeting room Toongabbie Mechanics Insti-

tute.  Guests are welcome to attend.  Contact the Secre-

tary, Graham Berrett graber52@outlook.com or 51924567 

if you would like to be in attendance. 

We are currently investigating upgrading the Township 

Group Website.  Cassandra Tolsma will be overseeing this 

project and community groups and clubs are invited to ei-

ther edit or update their current detail/information/photos 

listed on the current website or if you would like your or-

ganization included please contact us via the Township 

Group email:  toongabbietg@gmail.com  or phone Secretary 

on number listed above.  All information will be forwarded 

onto Cassandra and we can give assistance if needed to 

make any changes or additions. 

The Toongabbie Men’s Shed will use funds available from 

the Township Group Christmas Grant 2020 to make Christ-

mas decorations to be used next Christmas to decorate the 

township.  Margaret and Terry Foulds are the driving force 

behind this project within the Men’s Shed.    

The Township Group will coordinate the organization of an 

Anzac Day Dawn Service to be held at the Toongabbie Vil-

lage Green and Mechanics Institute this Anzac Day.  More 

information closer to Anzac Day will be posted on the 

Township Group Facebook page and leaflets will be distrib-

uted.  Due to possible COVID restrictions the format of the 

Dawn Service may be different to that held 2 years ago.  

Graham Berrett will be the Township Group contact person 

for the Anzac Day Service. 

 

Toongabbie Mechanics Institute News 

The installation of the heating and cooling system is nearing 

completion.  This project is funded under the Drought 

Community Funding Round 2.  Once completed the Me-

chanics Institute Committee will be given a full handover on 

how to operate, troubleshoot and maintain the unit.    

The Toongabbie Mechanics Institute Committee would like 

to thank the Toongabbie Township Group and acknowledge 

the Latrobe City for the Grant received through the Seven 

Small Townships Minor Capital Works Program.  The suc-

cessful application for the Grant by the Township Group 

enabled the timber paling fence surrounding the Mechanics 

Institute to receive the needed coats of paint to keep it 

looking great and maintain the timber.  The work was com-

pleted by Brett Kennedy Painting. 

The Mechanics Institute Committee hold their meetings on 

the second Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm at the 

Mechanics Institute.  Guests are welcome, so if you think 

you may be interested in attending a meeting email:  Ann 

Berrett on annber2016@outlook.com.  We will be holding 

our Tri Annual meeting in 2021 at a date yet to be con-

firmed by DELWP.  With the installation of a heating and 

cooling system the building will be even more attractive as a 

venue for hire for functions.  The Committee is seeking new 

members to join a dedicated group of volunteer committee 

members.  If you have an interest in promoting the Mechan-

ics Institute and increasing the opportunities to expand the 

financial fortunes of our historic hall which is listed on Vic-

torian Heritage Register, please consider becoming more 

involved.   

 

Toongabbie Recreation Reserves Report 

 

The Recreation Reserves Committee has recently complet-

ed the replacement of the old seating and table settings at 

the Village Green.  The use of a recycled Replas material is 

in keeping with other seating at the Church, Wetlands, and 

the Recreation Reserve.  This should be durable for the 

years to come. 

The project was funded with a Latrobe City Minor Capital 

Works Grant, and the Toongabbie Men’s Shed was the in-

stallation contractor.  Many thanks to Latrobe City for this 

grant opportunity.  These projects would be difficult to fund 

without the grant. 

The Men’s Shed did a great job and obviously showed a 

great deal of pride in the work they provided. 

The Recreation Reserve encourages all clubs and organiza-

tions to be aware of grant opportunities available for any 

projects they may be considering. 
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Toongabbie and District Men’s Shed News 

The beginning of the 2021 year has been a busy 

one for the Toongabbie & District Men’s Shed 

members, with working bees to remove the old 

seating and to construct five concrete pads at the 

Village Green to fix new seating and a table onto, 

which were also assembled by the Men’s Shed 

members. Thank you to the Toongabbie Recrea-

tion Reserves Committee for the opportunity to 

participate in their project. 

Through a successful application for a Latrobe City 

Minor Equipment Grant, an air compressor and a 

Sorby Sharpening Kit were able to be funded and 

purchased that will be great assets to the Shed in 

enabling more projects possible with the use of 

this equipment. Members have been busy setting 

up the air compressor and the sharpening unit.  

Local contractor PGD Electrical and member Jesse Dilkes 

have completed an electrical upgrade and the installation of 

security and safety lighting at the Shed, thanks to a Latrobe 

City Minor Capital Works Grant.   

The Toongabbie and District Men’s Shed Committee and 

members would like to acknowledge the support of the 

Latrobe City Council through their grant funding, which 

enables community organisations to prosper and contribute 

to building better, healthier communities.  

New members, male and female are always welcome, drop 

in and have a chat and see what there is to offer. 

The opening times of the Shed are every Tuesday, Wednes-

day and Friday between 3 pm to 6 pm and any other time 

by arrangement. For more information please contact Colin 

on 0427 489 349. 
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Len Hayes 

LIONS CLUB OF WELLINGTON/

LATROBE. 

 

This Toongabbie based club, like most Lions Clubs has been 

struggling with COVID – 19 Issues, the restrictions im-

posed from time to time have severely curtailed our normal 

fundraising and community support activities. 

However, with the semi lifting of some restrictions we 

were able to extend a big welcome to District 201V3 Dis-

trict Governor, Graham Cockrell and Zone 3 Chairperson 

Errol Blanch during their leadership team visit to our club 

on Wednesday the 3rd of February. 

 

The District Governor presented a ten-year service Chev-

ron to Lion Margaret Foulds and exchanged bannerets with 

our President, Lion Peter Feenstra. 

It was a great and sociable evening with a real sense of 

NORMALITY prevailing once more!! 

The club has resumed running the breakfast club at the 

Toongabbie School and was also able to make a substantial 

donation to the school to assist with the cost of transport-

ing the students to and from Traralgon for the swimming 

program. 

We have been able to operate the occasional BBQ at 

Woollies in Traralgon again and look forward to slowly but 

surely picking up the pace as things become more COVID 

normal, whatever that may be. 

We continue to be grateful for the community support we 

receive from the greater Toongabbie Community. 
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ANZAC DAY DAWN SERVICE 

TOONGABBIE 

 

6AM 

SUNDAY 25TH April 2021 

 

MECHANICS INSTITUTE/

VILLAGE GREEN 

 

 

More details will follow and you will find 

them on the Toongabbie Facebook page and  

At the Toongabbie General Store 

 

 

Contact Graham Berrett on 51924 567 or 

mobile 0439 988 873 

Toongabbie Township Group 
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NED STRINGER 

 

The township of Toongabbie came into existence in 1863 when alluvial gold was discovered by Ned Stringer at Stringers 

Creek (Walhalla) in 1862.   

Ned Stringer died at the age of 44 years in September 1963 without reaping the benefits of his discovery of gold.  The 

reason for this is believed to be that gold had only just begun to be mined and perhaps because of his convict origin.  Not 

a lot is known of his background and at various times he had used three different surnames.  Macklesfield, Randel and 

Stringer.  Apparently, this was not uncommon. 

On 1st October 1863, an inquest before Dr. Alexander Arbuckle attributed his death to poor health and poverty-stricken 

circumstances.  The inquest was held at Cowan’s Accommodation House and Store/Hotel where Stringer (alias Mackles-

field) had died.  Stringer had been staying at Cowan’s for the week before his death after arriving back from Sale where 

he had sought medical attention to treat a chest complaint. 

Ann Cowan, William Robinson, and John Davis were present when Stringer died and gave evidence at his inquest.  It was 

stated that Ned Stringer was restless and ill that night, wandering in and out of the kitchen seeking warmth and company.  

He applied a mustard poultice to his chest to draw out the congestion.  Stringer believed he could no longer work at the 

diggings because the water did not agree with him. 

Davis who was acquainted with Stringer for 12 to 15 months prior to his death, said that Stringer had complained of 

chest pains for the last two months.  Ann Cowan heard Ned Stringer get out of bed during the night of the 29th to get a 

drink of water.  When he did not answer her call out to him, she went to check and found him lying across his bed bleed-

ing from the mouth.  Both Davis and Robinson came to assist and realised he was dying.    

Giving evidence at the inquest both Davis and Robinson and Constable Feeley, confirmed the absence of marks of vio-

lence.  The jury foreman McQuilkin,  questioned Davis carefully as the jury were interested to know if there had been a 

quarrel about gold.  Constable Feeley had found 8 dwts of gold dust and a miner right in Stringers trouser pocket. 

The jury found that Stringer died from excessive bleeding by the rupture of a blood vessel.  Ned Stringer was buried on 

the day following the inquest, on 2nd October.  About 16 miners made the trip down from the gold field to attend the 

funeral. 

Ned Stringers bush grave was neglected in Toongabbie until his remains were finally re-interred in the Toongabbie Ceme-

tery.  Unfortunately, the site of his original grave was forgotten.  When Stringer died there were no surveyed sections, 

allotments, or streets.  

Controversy continued over a suitable 

monument for many years.  It was 100 

years after his discovery of gold that an 

appropriate memorial was eventually 

erected. 

In 1888 when Toongabbie Streets were 

first named, Stringers Street was de-

scribed as proceeding from the railway 

gates past Stringer’s Grave to the bound-

ary.  Running north-south between Sec-

tion 7 and 8.  In 1970 when the Streets 

were renamed Stringers Street became 

Stringers Road. 

 

Once again, I acknowledge and thank Roger Ries for giving permission to include historical material from his 

book “Toongabbie, Gippsland: A Gateway to the Walhalla Goldfields”.  Alan Harding and Roger Ries. 


